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25 the Lower Houſe of Convdcation 


. T „„ 
The ArchBiſhops and Biſhops : 
The greater part of whom, are of R. Ws Creating; and Voted 
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SHEWING. 


The Diligence. > the Lower, and Remiſſneſs of the Vpp 
in ſuppreſſing Books ables _ the Truth- 
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A'S ALSO 


ee in Adminiſtring the HO LY SAc R AME NT, 
do thoſe who demand it, as a * for ** Offices. 
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. i+ pleaſe your Grace and your Loraſhips, 


 continuanc 1 


gularly hel 


1 
REPRESENTATION 
B ; Made by the ? n 
Lover Houſe of Convocation, 
1 75 torus os 


Arch-Biſhops and Bi 


ſhops, 


December, 1704. 


'T' is not Without exceeding Grief, that we have 
M - found a general Complaint amongſtall, who wiſh 
COL TIE VILE DEE ll oe cn . | 
Vell to ourChurch;eſpecially amongſt the Clergy, 
on weigpictu, That norwichſtanding the 
Convocations of this Province have, after a long Diſ- 
been for ſome Years laſt paſt duly and re- 
held ; yet the publick hath not hitherto reap'd 
reby pay of thoſe Benefits, which might reaſonably 
be expected from them. We are deeply ſenſible that 


x Complaint of this kind doth not only caft a Reproach 


dn your Lordſhips, ond upon us, but doth alſo tend to 
the Diſparagement of the Conſtitution of this Chu oy 
and gives Occaſion to ſome ſlanderous and evil-diſpoſed 
Perſons to utter raſh, and unſound Speeches, againſt the 
Necelſity and Uſefulneſs of Eccleſiaſtical Synods. We 
therefore think it our indiſpenſible Duty, to do whatſo- 


ever in us lies, for the time to come, in Order to ſilence 


that Complaiat,which we have conſtantly and earneſtly 
endeavour'd, for the time paſt, to prevent. For we heg 
Leave to obſerve to your Lordſhips, that whatever 


Blame the Convocation may ly under, for having a 8 


/ 


_— 


ſo little Progreſs in __ * to the publickGootl | 
ot the Church; yet the Clergy of the Lower Houſe have 
all along made ſuch Advances therein, that they. have 
been rather accus d for being too forward, than cenſur d 
for their Remiſſneſs. A greater Progreſs had been, nd 
Doubt, made in the Diſpatch of Publick Buſineſs, had it 
not been interrupted by the unhappy Diſpute between 
the Two Houſes, concerning the Manner of Synodical 
Proceedings; and we ſhould think our ſelves juſtly char- 
. geable with all the evil Conſequences of thoſe Diſputes, 
if our Conſciences did not bear a Feftimony, that we 
neither rais'd them, nor, after their Riſe, omitted any 
means, which we could poſſibly contrive for bringing 
them to a regular Determination. 
We had Hopes, that all the Differences between the 
Two Houſes about Forms, would miore eaſily and ſooner 
be com posꝰd, if both entred upon Ruſine ſe af thar Weight 
and Moment, as it might juſtly be conceived all the Fa- 
thers and Sons of this Church would unanimonſly'pro- 
mote : And the Lower Houſe would with Gladneſs have 
receiy'd any Direttions, which your Lordfhips, in your 
great Wiſdoms, ſhould have been pleas'd to have given 
them for the Good ofthis Church. But when. nothing- \ 
of Joy wel Fo 15 to them by. pr LO 8 
our Clergy thought they might, without being guilty 
55 great bed mption, 77 then humble e e 
about ſuch Matters to your . „ 
They did accordingly ſome Vears ſince, lay before your 


I 


Lordſhips, ſeveral Pofitions(extrafted out of a Book en- 
tituled, Chriſhanity not myſterious, and bearing the Name 
of J. Toland)which they judged to be pernicious, dange- 
rous, ſcandalous, and deftrutiveof the Chriſtian Faith, 
and did pray your LordſhipsConcurrence with their Re- 
Idlutjons, together with your Pirections and 2 


<-ent 


=> . 


( 


| what effectual Courſe. might be taken to ſuppreſs perni- 


cious Books, written againſt the Truth of the Chriſtian 


Religion, and to prevent the Publication of them for the 


future. Your Lordships were not hereupon pleas'd to 


declare to the Lower Hoaſe, your Opinions concerning the 
- Poſitions preſented to you, or concerning the Book in 


which it was contain'd, ( which was at the ſame time 
laid before your. Lordships) or to give your Clergy your 
Advice and Directions, which they humbly pray d. 


After this, ſeveral other Books were publish'd of the 


like pernicious Nature and Tendency ; and it manifeſtly 


appear d, that the Adverſaries of our Holy Faith were 
O far from being deter'd, that they proceeded to vent 


their impious Opinions with great Aſſurance and Licen- 
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Tiouſneſ: : | 3 
Ihe Lower Houſe did in this Conv ocation, in all hum- 
ble Manner remind your Lordſhips of this daring Li- 
betty of the Preſs ; through which, ſeveral. ungodly 
Books were {till publickiy diſperſed ;. and did then more 
particularly,point at a ſcandalous Book, in which the Im- 


mortality of the Souls of Men was openly denyed: But 


ſufficient Notice was not taken of ſuch Books; by reaſon 
whereof, the Honourable Houſe of Commons brought 


this Matter under their Cogniſance, and paſsd a Cen- 
ſure upon one of the Books, y > wary | Clergy complain'd 
of, to the great Honour of that Body 


Reproach upon the Convocation then ſitting. 


The Clergy of the Lower Houſe found no Succeſs from 
«theſe their reiterated Addreſſes to your Lordſhips, who 
had been pleaſed to acquaint them, That upon con- 
es ſultin Louncl, learned in the Law, COncer ir He- 3 
*M retical, impious, and immoral Books, you could not 
find how, without a Royal Licence, you had ſuffici- 


* 


53„ 


„and not without 


Authority to cenſure judicially, any ſuch Books * 
YC 4 Ne g ö . ak * | 1 W >. 
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Wherefore, though mY were fully ſatisffed, that yout 
Lordſhips might have.comply'd with their Deſires, With- 
out a Royal Licence, or might have procur'd a Licence 

. f requiſite ; yet they were unwilling to preſs your Lord- 

ſhips any further upon that Head, and went on to lay 

before your Lordſhips, other Matters, in Which. there 
could be no doubt but your Lordſhips might interpoſe 

your Epiſcopal Authority, without the Intervention of a 

Royal Licence, They did therefore preſent to your 

Lordſhips, ſeveral Articles of-Grieyances,in hopes, that 

ſoine of them at leaſt would appear to, your Lordſhips, 

as all of them did to them, worthy, of preſent Delibera- 
tion aud Redreſs, Your Grace was pleas'd. to acquaint 
them ; * That an Order had been given for making out 

| Copies of that Repreſentation, - both for the preſent 

ani 


: 


abſent Biſhops, who your Grace truſted, would 
make the proper Uſe of them at all times, and eſpect- | 
& ally at their Viſitation; and would alſo call upon their 
& reſpective Arch-Deacons, to do all that was in their 


„ Power, in theit's, to give them farther Information, 


ce and to redreſs Abuſes, as far as may he. 
 YourClergy ſhall very much rejoice to. be infor. 
med by your Lovdihips, that ſuch Uſe has been made 
as your Grace truſted would be, of that Repreſentation, 
and ſhall be very thankful to your Lordſhips for what 
they ſhall learn hath been done by your Lordſhips for 
the Redreſs of ſuch Abuſes; and if any thing remain 
to be further done therein Synodically, the Lower. - 
Houſe will gladly. join with your Lordships in ſo good 
and neceſſary a Work; as having no other End in their, 
View, but a Reformation. of ſuch things as. are. amiſs, 
and utterly deteſting from their Hearts. any ſuch Sini- 
ſter Intention, as they have heen umjuſtly charg'd with, 
bol bringing an diam upon your Lordships by the Re- 
e | yo» 


. 
preſentation they * For which falſe and uncha- 
ritable Surmiſe, no ground was given, either by the 
Matter or Manner of that Repreſentation. 

_ .. Your Clergy do with all Duty, ſubmit the Conſide- 
ration ot theſe things to your Lordſhips Godly. Wiſ⸗ 
dom, and do. moſt earneſtly beſeech your Lordſhips, 


as 


At preſent 


er ed in Parlia- 


withou' * 


2 . * —— w — —— —— — 
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ithout the impairing the Authority of the Church 
chat behalf And we think ſuch a Bill, at this time}. 
the more neceſſary, becauſe of the great Damage done 


to ſeveral Churches in this Province by the late dread- 


We do alſo beg leave, to take notice of the many 
evil and pernicious Books, Which are Publiſh'd- and 
Diſpers d, to the Diſhonour of God, and the great Scan- | 
dal of this Church. And we do with all Humility ang 
Earneſtneſs repeat that Requeſt, hich we formerly made 
to your Lordships, That you would be pleas d to take 
this matter in your moſt Serious and Paternal Conſi- 
deration, and uſe your Intereſt in the Parliament for | 
Ds —_ a Bill againſt the Licentiouſneſs of the 
11212 e e DOT 0e nh e 
We do further humbly Repreſent to your Lord- 


w 
in 


ships, that there are, and encreaſe daily many Diffi- 
culties upon the Parochial Clergy, about Adminiſtring 
the Holy Sacrament to all Pertons indifferently, 'whe 
demand it, in order to qualifie themſelves for Offices 
(as is , e by ſeveral good and wholſome Laws, 
very neceſſary for the perpetual Eſtablishment and Se- 
curity of our Church) uſe we' ſee not, how -we 
can in ſeveral Caſes act conformably tothe Rubrick 


